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Student Handout 2
Plentiful Petroleum Products
Student Research

Name: ________________________________ Date: _____________________Class:_________

Use the internet to research and analyze information in order to answer the following questions.

Go to the website http://www.pbs.org/wnet/extremeoil/history/index.html to view the timeline of oil usage.
1. According to the timeline, how did the Persian military use oil? ________________________________________________________________________
2. Before 1815 oil was used for a multiple of health issues. Cite two of these uses from the article and the year on the time line listed:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe the event that is often cited as a key moment in the birth of the commercial era of petroleum. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What invention caused a recession in the oil industry? 
________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe the impact on the oil industry after Henry Ford incorporated the Ford Motor Company.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. In 1951 two chemists discovered new plastics. How were these used and what changes did this make for consumers? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. After examining the entire timeline, determine whether the early events caused the later changes in the oil industry or did they simply just happen by random chance in that order? Cite two specific instances from the timeline that support your ideas. Be sure to write your answer using complete sentences. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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